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Industry experts provide analysis of the present and opinions
on the future of the metal construction industry
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feature—snow retention

Raising the Bar
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Snow guards work as an
architectural feature
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It's probably safe to say that snow guards
are not the sexiest component of a building.
In fact, as a contractor, you may have found
yourself in the position of having to convince
the architect and/or designer that they're even
necessary, because their aesthetic value is
considered so low. Many architects want only
the bare minimum of snow guards on their
roofs—simply to keep the snow from sliding
off and that's it.

This doesn't, however, need to be the
case. Snow guards are, in fact, capable of
more than mere functionality. Two projects in
Alaska are a showcase for the ways in which
snow guards can enhance the look of a roof,
and even be a standout feature.

The Alaska Center for the Performing
Arts and the Anchorage Rail Station, both
in Anchorage, utilize the SNOBAR system
manufactured by Action Manufacturing LLC,
Englewood, Colo., and distributed by Riddell
& Co. Inc., Englewood, and SnoBlox-SnoJax,
Mechanicsburg, Pa.

The architect, Kumin Associates Inc.,
Anchorage, specified the SNOBAR system
because it could be curved to match the
curves of the roofs. The performing arts
center features more than three miles of snow
guards, and the rail station more than a mile.

“The unique thing about both jobs is that
the architect was using the snow guard not just
for snow retention purposes, but for an archi-
tectural feature,” said Paul Riddell, president of
Riddell & Co. “That's the unique aspect of these
two projects; taking snow guards a step further
as an architectural feature by incorporating them
into the look of the job. They didn't need that
many rows for snow retention, but they wanted
them every five feet on center to create more of
a grid-type pattern on the roof.

“One of the biggest complaints we hear
is, "When you put a snow guard on our roof,
it takes away from the buildings’ look." We
wanted to show that it can be part of the
design process.”

The SNOBAR system uses a stainless-
steel clamp and bar that can be left bare as on
the performing arts center, or can be painted to
match the roof as on the rail station. Since the
clamp is stainless steel, it is compatible with all
types of metal roofs, including copper and zinc,
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Pre-Enmeered
Precision-Built,

On-Time Stair Solutions
The Lapeyre Stair Line
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“We’ve worked with Lapeyre Stair on several large projects and
are continually impressed by their dedication to getting the job
done correctly and on time... They always go the extra mile, yet
are still able to deliver faster than the competition.”

Brent Buford, Owner, New Orleans Iron Works

Conventional Egress Stairs ® Alternating Tread Stairs ® Work Platforms

Lapeyre
Stair

Visit www.lapeyrestair.com for detailed information on stairs, accessories,
downloadable specs, code resources, quotes and configuration selection.

Or call us Toll Free 800-535-7631
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Get a grip with the power of vacuum when lifting,
maneuvering and installing insulated metal panels.
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SETTING THE STANDARD
FOR VACUUM LIFTING &
MOUNTING EQUIPMENT

SINCE 1964.

Wood’s Powr-Grip offers an impressive line of hand-held
vacuum cups and below-the-hook vacuum lifters specifically
designed to make metal handling easier, improve your
productivity and increase your bottom line. Call 1-800-548-7341
or visit www.powrgrip.com for more information.

800.548.7341 WWW.POWRGRIP.COM
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SEALTITE’S NEW POWDER COATING PROCESS
OUTPERFORMS ALL OTHER FORMS OF PAINT

SEALTITE is proud to introduce its powder THE POWER OF PO WDER
. o coat paint system. This environment friendly KESTERNICH Corrosion Chamber Test*
Resistance as Wet Painting  ,qcess provides a hard shell barrier coating

‘ Polyester Powder ‘ Electroplate Zinc
iti * 2 Mils N inal Thick: * 3-5 Mil
2MIL powpER coar At preven?s red rust better than tra_dltlonal 0.4 Mil Machanical Zine *aacycles
wet paint processes. The corrosion * 100+ Cycles Bare Steel
= MECHANICAL ZINC i Polyurethane Enamel Paint ‘ « Gl
PLATING resistance of powder surpasses that of wet + 1 Mil Nominal Thickness ¥ eyetes
paint processes by over 300% as detailed in * 0-8 Mil Mechanical Zine

CARBON STEEL « 25.30 Cycles
the bar graph to the right. It is available in

Mechanical Zinc
24 standard colors that match most metal L 12 0 Mechanical Zine
panel colors. Available on MAXX®,
LT

« 14-16 Cycles
KWIKSEAL 1l WOODBINDERS®, ZXL
EBLE NG FASTEMERS

3 Times the Corrosion

Mechanical Zinc
STEELBINDERS®, & ZXL WOODBINDERS®.

+ 1.0 Mil Nominal Thickness
-
Look For The [Teluie o] i:;_i::irﬁ.;

* DIN Specification 50018

Call us Today 1-800-352-4864 www.sealtite.com

+10-12 Cycles
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'-Top photo: _Anchorage Rail ‘Station.
Il_iottom photos: Alaska Center for the Performing Arts.
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because there is no galvanic reaction. The per-
forming arts center features a stainless-steel,
standing-seam metal roof panel and the rail sta-
tion has a zinc panel. The fact that every com-
ponent of the SNOBAR system can be painted
to match the roof in addition to and the ability
to curve the bar, can be welcome additions to
the snow guards’ primary function: preventing
snow and ice from avalanching off a metal roof,
preventing damage to property, injury or death,
and keeping the majority of the snow up on the
roof so it can gradually melt off. The stainless
steel withstands weather, as well.

"It speaks to all bar systems,” Riddell
said. "Architects can consider how to incorpo-
rate snow retention into the look of a build-
ing.” Still, Riddell stressed that safety and
proper design remain the number one priority.

“We've seen the risk of just using limited
snow guards. So many times people say that
snow guards are unattractive, so they just want
to use a small bar system over the entryway.
They put one bar over the door, and we've
seen time and time again where that single bar
will fail, because they don't design the project
with multiple rows of bars. With these two
projects in Alaska we want to change the archi-
tect’s perspective to look at snow retention in a
different light,” he said.
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WORLDWIDE APPLIGATIONS

Airline - Commereial - Military - Corporate - Architectural
Industrial - Special Applications

As a single source supplier of door }:n:hugas MORCO has %nnumd many innovaions that have become standard

in our industry. Our exclusive “Universal Door Systems™” deliver tatal project integration with comprehensive
turn-key construction from anchor bals up to the soffit. Selection of a coordinating contraclor, o specific
building supplier and a custom Norco Door System eliminates problems ossociated with mulﬁpf& vendors.

Civilian, commercial or military, our systems are individuullf computer designed, 100% -:umiulibla installation
by installafion, new construction or retrofit for ANY building, ANY hangor ANYWHERE in the world.

Comsider the odvantoges: four decodes of in-depth experience, versatility, one-on-one service with
individual project engineers, and the expertise to solve the toughest door problems others foke a pass on.

Contact us for o competitive quotation. It could be the most important call you make.

Melal Building Manufacturers Featuring Norco Boars

American Buildings VP Buildings Metallic Building Company  Star Building Systems  Kirby Building Systems
Gulf States Mirs. Wedgeor Inc. Nucor Building Systerms Goreo Building Systems  Inlond Southern Corp.
Butler Mfg. Ceco Building Systems  Tomil Steel Buildings Behlen Building Systems

Industrial Doors « Hangar Ooors « Door Wheelers
P.0. Box 246 » Franksville, Wl 53216-0246
Phone 262.835.2600 » Fox 262.835.2660
www.norcomfg.com  sales@norcomfg.com
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